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AMERICAN agronomists and soil scientists should -**-have, and do have, a real interest in Japan: firstly, because American affairs are definitely entwined with the past, present, and future of Japan, secondly, because our field of agriculture is such an important element in a broad picture of that country. Therefore, both as Americans and as scientists, we can truly say that Japan's problems are now ours. If she does have a "dilemma," we too must face it as our own because of the obligations inherent in the Allied Occupation of Japan and American interests in the outcome.
Agricultural matters will be-discussed in more detail later on after preliminary references to some general aspects of the situation. For instance, what may be said about the application of the doctrines of the Atlantic Charter in Japan today?
THE FOUR FREEDOMS IN JAPAN
To an amateur observer, it appears that the Japanese already have considerable freedom of religion. For instance, Shinto shrines, Buddhist temples, and Christian churches are intermingled, and it seems that a Japanese individual may even mix different kinds of religions in his personal life.
Freedom of speech under Imperial Japan was limited, but, under the Occupation, politicians with electric loudspeakers are a common sight on the streets of Japanese cities and are apparently unrestricted. It is not obvious what censorship of the press may or may not exist other than the regulations imposed by SCAP (Supreme Commander for the Allied Powers).
Freedom from fear of either internal police oppression or of external foreign aggression might be said to prevail in Japan under the Occupation. That is, when the sun sets over the Imperial Palace grounds in Tokyo, the Emperor may know that Allied sentries guard the approaches to the palace. The Allied troops which parade before the palace should defend Japan from further outside attack, hence no Japanese military establishment is needed for that purpose. Some Japanese say, "America defeated us-America will now defend us."
It cannot be said that there is freedom from want in a land as poor as Japan is, but, under the Occupation, food and other materials have been supplied at critical times since V-J Day. This matter of Japanese "wants" is a major, complex question which will be elaborated in several ways.
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